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Date:	Friday, 25 February 2022

Item:	Aquatic Event Program

Event name:	2022 Paddle Australia Canoe Ocean Racing Championships

Venue details:	Kirra Beach and The Spit

Event times:	Saturday, 22nd January 2022

[image: A screenshot of a video game

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]


Executive Officers Message

Welcome to the 2022 Paddle Australia Canoe Ocean Racing Championships.
I would like to respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we gather, the Yugambeh People and pay my respects to their Elders past and present. I extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in attendance. 

The strength of the Queensland School paddle community is in full force this weekend with 22 schools being represented by over 110 Canoe Sprint and 50 Canoe Marathon paddlers hitting the water and vying for the prestigious honour of being awarded a Paddle Queensland School Championship.

I would like to acknowledge and thank the Competition Committee of Chris Hurley and Eden Williamson who have worked tirelessly to prepare this year’s Championships. 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank this year’s volunteers of Paraka Mitchell, Peter Winton, Scott Edwards, Suzie Parkinson, Brenda Hurley, Lyn McKenzie, Paul Regis, Helyn Kellermier, Mark Richard, Dave Martin and Olaf Nolle who have generously donated their time and resources to ensure the 2021 School Champs are a great success.

I would also like to thank the Gold Coast Outrigger Canoe Club for providing our water safety and refreshments over the weekend.

Lastly, I would like to thank the teachers and parents for all their efforts in making this weekend a great success.

I would now ask every paddler to provide a round of applause for all our volunteers.

I hope everyone has a great weekend both on and off the water.

[image: ]Yours in paddling,


Scott Sharples
Executive Officer








Event programme:	

Wednesday, 19th January
1159	PACORC Registration closes


Thursday, 20th January
1030	PACORC Site inspections

1600	PACORC briefing posted and sent to all competitors

1630	PACORC entries listed online


Saturday, 22nd January
0630	Course Start and Finish Event Crews arrive

0730	Competitor Check in Opens at Course Start

0830	Water Safety put in Start, Turn 1 and Turn 2 cans (CoGC)

0900	Competitor Check in Closes

0930	Water safety in position for PACORC22 Race 1 Start

1000	PACORC Wave 1 Start – SUPs

1030	PACORC Wave 2 Start – Outriggers (OC) 1, 2, 3 and 6

1100	PACORC Wave 3 Start – Ocean Skis and Spec Skis

1300 onwards	PACORC Waves Finish Course

1530	PACORC Presentations following Waves 1 + 2 (TBC)

1600	PACORC Presentations following Wave 3 (TBC)

1630	Event Crew clean up and leave site (TBC)

1800	PACORC Presentation Dinner (TBC)




COVID-19 
Queensland’s COVID Safe Future roadmap is focused on helping reconnect our communities and keep our economy moving.
· The ‘New Normal’ of maintaining physical distancing (1.5 metre), 
· Wear a mask when distancing is not possible, 
· Maintain good hand hygiene, 
· Stay at home when sick, 
· Allowing for effective contact tracing, 

ATTENDANCE REGISTER
At each event sanctioned by Paddle Queensland an attendance register sign in form will be required prior to entering the participation area. 
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Beach Management Plan

The beach Registration/Start/Finish Area will be setup as per the image below:
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Registration and Safety Equipment Inspections:
Registrations and mandatory Safety equipment (PFD) inspections will be held at in front of the Kirra Beach Surf Life Saving Club between 0730 and 0900.
During registration you are to always follow the Queensland Governments COVID-19 
Safe Future roadmap ‘New Normal’ Social distancing measures.
Once inspection of your mandatory equipment has been completed your race number provided will be written on your left hand.
Please ensure sanitise your hands prior to entering the registration area.

By entering the PACORC you agree to the following:
1. You understand the risks associated with Ocean Racing and acknowledge your responsibilities to help a distressed paddler 

2. You will comply with the mandatory safety equipment rules of:
Lifejacket
· All competitors must wear an approved Australian Standard AS 4758 or International Standard ISO 12402 Lifejacket.
· All surf ski, outrigger, plastic and sea kayak paddlers must wear
an approved minimum Level 50 / Level 50S Lifejacket. Your lifejacket
must be Hi-Vis or a Hi-Vis top is to be worn over the top of the lifejacket. 
No bum bag inflatable lifejackets are permitted.
· SUP paddlers only are permitted to wear an approved Lifejacket Level 100/150 bum bag inflatable lifejacket. A Hi-Vis top must be worn.
Safety Leash
•	All competitors must be attached to their craft via a safety leash.
Hi-Vis Clothing
•	All competitors must wear a piece of Hi-Vis clothing. 
•	This can be a Hi-Vis lifejacket or Hi-Vis top worn over your lifejacket.
Orange Smoke Flare
•	All competitors must carry one in date orange smoke flare. 
•	The flare should be easily accessible when on the water.
•	Ensure you are familiar in how to use a flare. 
Mobile Phone using SafeTrx Tracking App or VHF Radio 
•	All competitors are required to have either a mobile phone with the SafeTrx tracking app    
       OR a VHF Radio and a distress beacon (EPIRB or PLB) with them during the race. 
       If using a mobile phone the SafeTrx
•	Event tracking app is compulsory to be used. 
•	If you prefer to carry a VHF Radio a distress beacon (EPIRB or PLB) must also 
       be carried. 

•	In the event of an emergency, a competitor’s location can be tracked either by the  
       SafeTrx app or a distress beacon. 
•	The event channel will be given to those using VHF Marine Radios.
Whistle
•	All competitors are required to have a pealess whistle attached to their Lifejacket.
Timing Chip
•	All competitors must wear the electronic timing chip on their ankle. 
       This will be provided at registration.
•	It is also recommended that a minimum of 1L of water is to be carried during the race, 
       and sun protection such as a hat and sunscreen.
· Paddle Queensland strongly recommends that competitors are hydrated before, during and after the race. 

· Competitors should be Sun Safe, including wearing appropriate clothing and sunscreen.

· Footwear is strongly recommended.

· There is no storage or transport of craft provided at the race start and finish areas. 

· The security of all equipment is the responsibility of each competitor.


Starting the race 
All competitors must be on the water for the race start. The race will not be held up. 
The race start will be behind two buoys.
All competitors must be behind the buoys five (5) minutes prior to your race start
Two (2) minutes prior, the Race Director will align all boats ready for the start between the two buoys.
Once all boats are aligned the Race Director will start the race with a shot from a gun or shouting the word “GO”. 

A start flag may be used if the conditions do not allow for an audible signal.

Finishing the race
Paddlers will head towards and between the start line buoys.
The finish line will be on the beach between two Paddle Queensland flags.
Please make sure you advise the race finishers of your number through the transition area if you fail to advise the race finisher of your number you will be disqualified.
All competitors must clear the finish area as soon as possible to ensure adherence of the Queensland Governments COVID-19 Safe Future roadmap ‘New Normal’ Social distancing measures.

Shark Sighting
On the sighting of a shark, immediately inform a Safety Vessel and leave the water until the shark is chased away from the safety boat.

Evacuation Points
Course marshal vessels will be with you on the course for the duration of the race.
If you need assistance during the race, raise your paddle above your head so a safety vessel or other paddlers can see you until help arrives.
In case of an emergency on land or water the patient will be transported to the closest Surf Life Saving Club Carpark Emergency Areas.
Water Evacuation Points will be the closest beach access point. When on course if Life Support is needed Volunteer Marine Rescue will be the first responders to enable First Aid, DFIB and fast boat access to an Emergency Medical Access point.


Award Presentations
The PACORC will present gold, silver and bronze medals by Age Group to Male and Female competitors in both single and team boats.

Competition rules
The PACORC are conducted under the ICF Canoe Ocean Racing Rules - Current Version dated 1 January 2019. It is the responsibility of the competitor to be familiar with these rules. 
The 2022 Paddle Australia Canoe Ocean Racing Championships would not be possible without the generous support of our Naming Rights Partner the XXXX, our Venue Partner the Kirra Beach Surf Life Saving Club and your local Paddle Queensland Affiliated Member Clubs the Currumbin Creek Paddlers Club and the Gold Coast Outrigger Canoe Club.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank this year’s volunteers who have generously donated their time and resources to ensure the inaugural Paddle Australia Canoe Ocean Racing Championships are  great success.

Yours in paddling,

Scott Sharples
Executive Officer, Paddle Queensland
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