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Welcome
It is my pleasure to welcome you to Paddle Queensland’s latest community program,  
Battle of the Paddle. 

Battle of the Paddle is an event concept designed to be an enjoyable, engaging entry into paddling
and to build bridges between flatwater, ocean, surf and river paddling. Battle of the Paddle is a truly 
unique program focused on having fun and improving the mental and physical condition of the  
community through paddling. 

Over the course of four hours our coaches will be teaching participants from eight to eighty about the 
basic skills of paddling including entries, exits, rescues, balance, forward strokes, reverse strokes and 
turning which they will then use to battle their friends and family on Nelo 510 polyurethane ocean skis 
around a 500m technical course while staying close to shore.

To finish each program, all paddlers will experience the rush our Olympians experience when they  
take to the start line and battle for one last time as a Canoe Sprint athlete over a 100m course.

The Battle of the Paddle program is about creating a community of paddlers and building opportunities  
to connect paddlers to learn, compete, achieve and enjoy being on the water.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Yours in paddling,

Scott Sharples
Executive Officer

https://www.instagram.com/paddleqld/
https://www.facebook.com/PaddleQLD/


BATTLE
PADDLE

OF THE
More People paddling, 

More of the Time

ABOUT
• The Battle of the Paddle program can take place at a beach, river or lake.  
• Heats of 4-12 paddlers battle from a start line, around one or more buoys and back to a finish line  
 adjacent to the start.  
• Events can take anywhere from 2-10 minutes, and every paddler will compete in several events  
 as they progress from heats through to division finals.
• The program is designed to be exciting and spectator-friendly, whilst requiring (and developing)  
 a full range of paddling skills. 
• Paddlers manoeuvre in groups around buoys, wash ride and may negotiate ocean swell, waves  
 or obstacles. Because of the length of event, paddlers will be rewarded for a combination of speed,  
 endurance, skills and technique.
• The program can be customised based on conditions or to include extra elements for fun or challenge. 
• The program provides opportunities for team events by racing relays, combining paddlers’ results into  
 team scores.

EVENT FEES
$25.00 per person. Includes craft, paddle and PFD hire. 

Age at  
31 Dec 2023 

Male + Female 
Age Groups

Age at  
31 Dec 2023 

Male + Female 
Age Groups

8 - 10 U10 19 - 34 Open

11 - 12 U12 35 - 44 M35

13 -14 U14 45 - 54 M45

15 - 16 U16 55 - 64 M55

17 - 18 U18 65+ M65



More People paddling, 
More of the Time

St
a

rt
fi

n
is

h

10
0

20
0

30
0

40
0

50
0

BA
TT

LE
PA

D
D

LE
O

F 
TH

E

EV
EN

T 
FO

R
M

A
T

• 
A 

se
rie

s o
f s

ho
rt 

50
0m

 ev
en

ts 
co

ns
ist

ing
 of

 at
 le

as
t  

 
thr

ee
 (3

) r
ou

nd
s f

or
 al

l p
ad

dle
rs 

 
	
(m
ini
m
um

	2
	ro
un
ds
	o
f	h
ea
ts	
an
d	
th
en
	fin

als
).

• 
A 

10
0m

 sp
rin

t e
ve

nt 
wi

ll a
lso

 ru
n a

fte
r t

he
 50

0m
 ev

en
ts

• 
De

pe
nd

ing
 on

 nu
mb

er
s a

 lo
ng

 co
ur

se
 m

ay
 al

so
 be

 ru
n  

 
ov

er
 di

sta
nc

es
 of

 1 
km

 (U
10

-1
4)

, 2
 km

 (U
16

-1
8)

, 2
.5 

km
  

 
(M

55
+)

, 3
 km

 (M
45

), 
4 k

m 
(M

35
) a

nd
 5 

km
 (O

pe
ns

).

https://www.instagram.com/paddleqld/
https://www.facebook.com/PaddleQLD/
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Legal
PADDLE QUEENSLAND INCORPORATED
Address:   SYC Oxenford Watersports Centre
Website:  www.qld.paddle.org.au
Scott Sharples Executive Officer:     0414 960 728  eo.qld@paddle.org.au
Andrea Wood Sport Operations and Events Manager: 0408 901 900  qld@paddle.org.au 

EVENT ORGANISer
Name   Role
Scott Sharples   Event Director   
Andrea Wood   Competition Manager   

COMPETITION POLICIES
Paddle Australia Competition Policy click here.
Paddle Australia Remotely Piloted Aircraft Policy click here.
Paddle Australia Refund Policy click here.
Paddle Australia Extreme Weather and Conditions Policy click here.
Paddle Australia Anti-Doping Policy click here. 

COMPETITION RULES
International Canoe Federation Canoe Sprint Rules 2023 v2 click here.

MEDIA POLICIES
Paddle Australia Photography Policy click here.
Paddle Australia Social Media Policy click here.

http://paddleqld.asn.au
mailto:eo.qld%40paddle.org.au?subject=Paddle%20Australia%202023%20Ocean%20Racing%20Championships
mailto:qld%40paddle.org.au?subject=Paddle%20Australia%202023%20Ocean%20Racing%20Championships
http://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/20180617-POL-Competitions-Policy.pdf
http://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20200611-POL-Remotely-Piloted-Aircraft-Policy.pdf
http://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/20200508-POL-Refund-Policy.pdf
https://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/20230325-PA-Extreme-Weather-and-Conditions-Guidelines-FINAL.pdf
mailto:https://paddle.org.au/anti-doping/?subject=
https://www.canoeicf.com/sites/default/files/2023_icf_competition_canoe_sprint_rules_v2.pdf
http://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/20090211-POL-Photography-Policy.pdf
http://paddle.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/HR-020-Social-Media-Policy-01.11.2020.pdf

